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Welcome to the February edition 
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of the Newsletter.  If you would like  

to contribute to future editions, 

please contact:
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<< Chat with the Chair >>
and 
<< Check out the JHIP >>

- - - information, questions, discussion, networking - - - 

What are your hopes for local health improvement?
Where will you take your lunchtime break on March 18th?
The first in our programme of lunchtime learning will take place on

Tuesday, March 18th 2008 at 12.30pm

in the Conference Room, Summerfield House 

(videoconferencing available) 

David Cameron, recently appointed chair of NHS Grampian, will present his view of health improvement and the NHS.  

We will look at the Aberdeenshire Joint Health Improvement Plan, launched in January 2008, and discuss priorities and actions in the Community Health Partnerships. 

This lunchtime session will be of interest to anyone working in public health in Grampian.

To launch the 2008 programme of  Grampian Public Health Information  Sessions (G-PHIS), lunch will be provided at this event.  Please contact Carla Johnson  carlajohnson@nhs.net if you plan to attend this event to allow lunch to be booked.


Aberdeenshire’s Integrated Assessment Framework (IAF) has entered the second stage of implementation.

What is the IAF?

Aberdeenshire Council, NHS Grampian and Grampian Police are committed to meeting the needs of children, young people and their families in the area.

The Integrated Assessment Framework in Aberdeenshire aims to combine the assessment and planning processes carried out by professional agencies working with children, young people and their families. Steps are being taken in Aberdeenshire to develop one planning process that will support statutory planning processes for children and young people across Education, Social Work and Health and other partners. 

At a practical level, the IAF is about a standardised model of assessment, planning and recording in which appropriate services combine together to form an integrated team, which will be the most effective in meeting individual children’s needs.  

The IAF also places great emphasis on actively supporting and involving children and their families in this process.

The Integrated Assessment Framework and its operational guidelines have been “road tested” in the Alford and Inverurie Community School Network areas.  The “road tests” have proved invaluable with identifying, in real settings, the strengths of the approach and also aspects requiring further development.    

Implementation of the IAF

The IAF will be rolled out across Aberdeenshire by engaging Localities around the Community School Network (CSN) areas, whilst also including those staff not fully involved within the 17 CSNs.

The roll out of the implementation is as follows:

North Aberdeenshire   -  January - April  ‘08

Central Aberdeenshire  - April - July 2008

South Aberdeenshire
    - September -    

                                          December 2008

CSNs are charged with progressing the implementation of the IAF with the support of the 2 Project Managers.  The model for implementation in North Aberdeenshire requires Steering Groups, (as representatives of the CSN and children’s services) to be formed to take the IAF forward.

The Steering Groups are:
Mintlaw & Peterhead

Banff & Turriff

Fraserburgh

Awareness raising events have taken place in the 3 Steering Group areas, kick starting 

the implementation phase in the North and professional developments requirements will be taken account of throughout the roll out.

Aberdeenshire’s IAF on HI-Net

NHS Grampian HI-Net will host the main Aberdeenshire IAF website.

Within the IAF pages on HI-Net, you will find operational guidance, documentation, administrative information (e.g.group membership and minutes) a discussion forum and FAQ.

Click here to be taken to the IAF page on HI-Net or go to the HI-Net website 

(http://www.hi-netgrampian.org), click on the People and Networks area, Aberdeenshire IAF Section.

Finally

Aberdeenshire IAF is progressing alongside the other 2 Local Authority areas in Grampian, with a view to minimising any difference in practice for staff who work across Council boundaries.
For further information, please contact:


Many patients who seek professional help for mild to moderate mental health problems are treated exclusively by their GP.   Many of these people could be helped by simple psychological advice, which does not necessarily require contact with a mental health professional. Providing primary care professionals with information and easy access to resources such as high quality self-help materials is one way in which mental health specialists can help such patients. 

Healthy Reading aims to promote positive mental health and improve public literacy of mental ill health. The project is a partnership between Westhill Mental Health Forum, NHS Grampian and Westhill Library. In order to initiate the project, partners received Health Improvement Funding to purchase a range of self-help 

books covering a variety of topics including

depression, stress, bereavement, self harm,

parenting, sleeping problems, etc.  These

are to be made available to anyone living in Westhill and will be accessed within a dedicated area in Westhill Library. To increase the likelihood that the public views the resource as an ‘important treatment’, local GPs or other professionals can recommend books, which they feel would be of benefit. Mental health and primary care professionals and services will be provided with a list of available texts, as well as the author(s), publisher, year of publication and the ISBN number.  Healthy Reading is based on Bibliotherapy and is used as part of a Stepped Care Approach recommended in NICE Guidelines.

Healthy Reading will launch in Westhill on 27th March at Westhill Library. If you would like further information on the project please contact:

The Aberdeenshire Wellbeing Network (AWN) is an interactive site that has been developed on HI-Net with the aim of exchanging information between partners and others who have an interest in improving health and wellbeing in Aberdeenshire. 

Since its launch, the AWN has been used to access information about the groups and multi-agency partners taking forward health improvement in Aberdeenshire, future meetings, events and key documents e.g. the new Joint Health Improvement Plan. The site also provides information about local projects aimed to improve health and wellbeing across Aberdeenshire.

The AWN has also been used to highlight other online resources, such as the Aberdeenshire Community Planning Partnership website, which shares information about work ongoing in the local communities.

The AWN can be accessed through People and Networks area on HI-Net: 

www.hi-netgrampian.org
For further information, please contact:  


Library and Knowledge Services

New online library catalogue! 

NHSG Library & Knowledge Services have been participating in Phase 1 of the Unified Library Management System (ULMS) project in partnership with NHS Education Scotland (NES).  The new system will be implemented across 44 NHS and health-related libraries in partner sectors. The unified catalogue will provide online access to health information and, together with the NHS Scotland e-Library, will form a key role in the strategic development of the Scottish Health Information Environment.

The holdings of all participating libraries will be searchable via the online catalogue SHELCAT (Scottish Health Libraries Catalogue). This will be available both within the NHS and on the internet. Library users will be able to search their library's collections and place requests for items they wish to borrow, or, if a publication is not held locally, they can use Interlibrary loan and document supply services.

The project is due to become a live service for all users of NHS Scotland and partner libraries in March 2008.
If you have any questions about our library services - just contact us!

Summerfield House: 01224 558468

Royal Cornhill Hospital:  01224 55485

Woodend Hospital: 01224 556787

Dr Gray’s Hospital: 01343 567624

Foresterhill (Clinical Librarian):  01224 559433

Woolmanhill (Archivist): 01224 55562

Website URL:

 www.nhsgrampian.org/libraryservices

The Give Kids a Chance project was presented with a Grampian Police Diced Cap “Good Samaritan” award at a presentation at the Mariott Hotel, Dyce on Thursday, 21st February.  Sir Ian Wood, Patron of the Diced Cap Charitable Trust and one of the original sponsors of the Give Kids a Chance project, presented the award in recognition of the projects’ achievements over the past 10 years in supporting over 1,000 disadvantaged young people in the Grampian area.

Project Manager, Heather Wilson, accepted the award on behalf of Give Kids a Chance saying “we are delighted that the service we provide has been recognised and rewarded by the Diced Cap Charitable Trust and honoured to be included among this year’s award recipients.  ”

Give Kids a Chance is a Grampian wide partnership project.  NHS Grampian has taken the role of lead partner and the project is hosted by the Aberdeen Community Health Partnership.    There are 230 places available to disadvantaged young people between the ages of 10 – 18 years, living in Aberdeen (150), Fraserburgh (30), Peterhead (20) and Moray (30). 

Give Kids a Chance aims to encourage and support disadvantaged young people to develop and sustain interests or hobbies that will promote positive health and well-being messages and divert from negative pastimes such as alcohol and drug misuse, or anti-social behaviour.  The project provides "at risk" young people with positive worthwhile activities in a safe, controlled environment and helps to relieve boredom, raise self-esteem, confidence and personal skills. 

For more information on Give Kids a Chance contact Heather Wilson on 01224 555224 or visit www.nhsgrampian.org/gkac
For more information on the Grampian Police Diced Cap Good Samaritan Awards and a photograph of the award presentation visit http://www.dicedcap.org/pages/DICED_CAP_005_jpg.htm

The next Public Health System-wide Event is on 16th April 2008 at Gordon House in Inverurie, with registration from 09.00 for a 09.30 start and finishing at 13.30.  It will be presented by Scottish Public Health Observatory, Scottish Public Health Network, Scottish Neighbourhood Statistics and Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation.  For more information on HI-Net click here.  Please note the date in diaries now.
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Material for the next PH/Planning Newsletter should be submitted no later than 19th March to 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:felinaemslie@nhs.net" ��felinaemslie@nhs.net�























For further information, please contact


Sveta Thomson


Information Officer


Public Health Library


NHS Grampian Library & Knowledge Services


Summerfield House


Extn:  58468


Email: sveta.thomson@nhs.net








GIVE KIDS A CHANCE IS A GOOD SAMARITAN





Staff Changes





A fond farewell to:





Moira McRae, Secretary/Administrator who retires in March 2008, after twelve years with NHS Grampian, initially with Health Promotions in Union Street and latterly within the Public Health Directorate in Summerfield House.  








ABERDEENSHIRE’S INTEGRATED ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK  (IAF)


ROLLS ON








PUBLIC HEALTH SYSTEM-WIDE EVENT





    Susan Forbes 


    Health Improvement Officer (Strategy)


    Telephone:  01224 655269


    Email:  susan.forbes3@nhs.net








DEVELOPMENT OF ABERDEENSHIRE WELLBEING NETWORK ON HI-Net








        


Trish Morgan/Christine Lambert


Project Managers Integrated Assessment Framework





� HYPERLINK "mailto:Patricia.morgan@aberdeenshire.gov.uk" ��Patricia.morgan@aberdeenshire.gov.uk� 


Telephone - 07824461734 � HYPERLINK "mailto:Christine.lambert@aberdeenshire.gov.uk" ��Christine.lambert@aberdeenshire.gov.uk�


Telephone - 07917041873











HEALTHY READING IN WESTHILL





     Fiona Murray 


     Public Health Co-ordinator, South    


     Aberdeenshire


     Extn:    71074 


     Email:   f.murray@nhs.net
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