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Welcome to the June edition 
of the Newsletter.  If you would like  
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to contribute to future editions, 
please contact:
felina.emslie@ghb.grampian.scot.nhs.uk






An informal evening seminar with NHS Grampian (Working with Dental Professionals) will be held on the 26th June 2007 to improve oral health and dental services in Grampian.     The speaker is Ray Watkins, Consultant in Dental Public Health, NHS Grampian.
Background: 

First of a series of meetings in 2007.    Future meetings are planned in Aberdeen Dental Education Centre, Elgin and Aberdeenshire in August/September. 

Aim: 

1. To improve oral health and dental services in Grampian through the development of a Grampian Dental Action Plan - 2008 - 2012

Objectives: 

1. To develop and publish a Grampian Dental Plan 2008 - 2012 by January 2008.

2. To involve local dental professionals in the development of the plan 

3. To develop systems of communication, consultation and involvement with professionals and the public  

4.   To indicate to all dentists and dental 
       care professionals the range and extent 
       of the plan and allow dental professionals to
       register an interest in developing links and 

       collaboration with NHS Grampian on a 

       range of topics linked to the plan. 
Developing Services
Aim:  To deliver comprehensive NHS primary care services (including specialist care) to the population of 
          Grampian.

1. Developing clinical networks for sedation and anxiety management, orthodontics, surgical dentistry and implants, oral medicine, special needs – children and adults

2. Out of hours care including - dental triage and emergency care

Developing the Workforce:
Aim:  To attract to Grampian by 2010 circa 40 – 60 new (additional) dentists and an equal  

           number of associated dental care professionals with an estimated 15 – 20 new or extended 
           practices.

3. Training opportunities and dentists   – dental students; vocational and 2 year foundation training; advanced practitioner/special interest.  

4. Training opportunities and dental care professionals - Dental Therapists undergraduate and vocational training; Oral Health Promotion; Dental Nurses training  including those with advanced skills, Practice Managers /receptionists  and Dental Technician training.

Developing infrastructure and standards 

Aim:   To support practices and ensure that all dental services are “fit for purpose” and designed to offer
            safe access and services for patients and a supportive environment for staff.       

5. Modernising dental premises in Grampian including LDU (Local Decontamination Units); computer systems; Health and Safety

6. Developing systems including practice management, occupational health, decontamination, waste management  

Improving Mental Health is a high priority for the NHS in Scotland and involves Public Health, Primary Care and Secondary/Tertiary Clinical Services.  In 2003, new mental health legislation was enacted that puts rights and treatment at the heart of the mental health system.

‘Delivering for Mental Health’ was launched by the Scottish Executive in December 2006, to accelerate improvements in mental health services.  The agenda is not just for NHS Grampian’s Mental Health Services to deliver, but is also about what happens in Primary Care, in local authority services and in the population in general.

There are three targets upon which the Scottish Executive will monitor NHS Grampian (although NHS Grampian itself cannot achieve them without partner support from Primary Care, 

Local Authorities, service users, carers and the independent sector).
These are:

· Target 1 – Reduce the annual rate of increase of defined daily dose per capita of anti-depressants to zero – by 2009/2010.
· Target 2 – Reduce suicides in Scotland by 20% - by 2013 (from 2003).
· Target 3 – We will reduce the number of readmissions (within one year) for those that have had a hospital admission of over seven days – by 10% by the end of December 2009.
A Grampian Action Plan has been developed to monitor progress/identify lead responsibility for achieving the above three targets and the fourteen national commitments. If you wish to receive a copy of the Action Plan, then please contact the undernoted.
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The new HI-Net website www.hi-netgrampian.org has actively been launched through May and June appearing in various NHS Grampian and partner news media, e-bulletins and intranets.  Many flyers and posters have been distributed across Grampian and staff are actively promoting these through meetings and events attended.  If you feel you can promote HI-Net through your health improvement activity, flyers are available from the HI-Net team or through Health Information Resources Service.

Help & Site Searches
The Help section provides user guidance on the functional areas of the website, such as Registration and login, Searches and how to contribute information.

The Search Help explains the search facilities within the various areas of the website to allow you to find the information you are looking for.

‘Show Me Information about’ on the homepage allows quick link by key topics.  The ‘Document Library’ search allows you to search by a variety of category fields to find a wide range of documents.

Registration and Membership

Membership has now reached over 800, with 20 plus new members now registering per month.
To remind members of the previous website, your username was transferred but password has been reset to your username.  Should you wish to change you password or update any details please contact hinet@nhs.net 

The majority of the content on HI-Net is available to all users.  However, by free registration you gain access to additional facilities and receive bulletins and updates on the three domains of public health.
Campaigns and Events

Recently we have promoted campaigns for Bowel Cancer, Breastfeeding, National Smile Month and ‘My Life as a Carer’.  Events are continually being added to the Events section and can also be highlighted through the Latest News on the homepage.

Public Health Network System-wide event
This event was actively promoted through HI-Net and Cathy Coffield, the new HI-Net Co-ordinator demonstrated the website at this event.  The presentations from this event can be viewed from the document library search using ‘Of Interest To’ and selecting ‘Public Health Network’. The showcase flyers will appear in this section.  Information from previous system-wide events is available in this section.

Contributions to the website
Documents, News and Events are continually being added to the website.  If you wish to promote health improvement activity, share your knowledge, gather consultation feedback on a document or have your documents uploaded please submit to the HI-Net team by hinet@nhs.net 

Need More Information on HI-Net

please contact:
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Material for the next PH/Planning Newsletter should be submitted no later than 24th July 2007 to 


felina.emslie@ghb.grampian.scot.nhs.uk

















Ray Watkins, Consultant in Dental Public Health


Extension:  58481


Email:  raywatkins@nhs.net





DELIVERING FOR MENTAL HEALTH





Bill Cowling, Project Manager


Mental Health Service, Royal Cornhill Hospital


Extension:  (5)57498


Email:  bill.cowling@gpct.grampian.scot.nhs.uk





Cathy Coffield


HI-Net Co-ordinator


Direct Line:  01224 (5)58569


Email:  c.coffield@nhs.net





STAFF CHANGES:





Jennie Williams, Public Health Co-ordinator North Aberdeenshire LCHP has taken a 9 month secondment as Lead Nurse in Central Aberdeenshire Local Community Health Partnership (LCHP). 
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